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Cal Poly Agribusiness Students Allocate $35,000 to Kennedy Library for Collections
SAN LUIS OBISPO -- Students in Cal Poly's Agribusiness Department in
the College of Agriculture voted recently to provide the Kennedy
Library with $35,000 from a student fee increase to expand and
strengthen agribusiness research materials.
"The impact on teaching and learning for students and faculty members
in the department will be substantial," said Frank Vuotto, the new
business librarian. "Within one year, Cal Poly expects to have one of
the best agribusiness research collections in the country. Students
will gain hands-on experience with real-world business tools, making
themselves more desirable -- and hireable -- in today's workplace.
Faculty members will have access to world-class business databases to
support their research."
A joint committee of agribusiness and library faculty members undertook
a needs assessment of the agribusiness collection from the perspective
of curriculum support.
"The evaluative process included examining the holdings of other
universities with an agribusiness focus, while determining the key
needs of students with regard to marketing competitions, senior
projects and course assignment," explained Vuotto. "The committee
defined three areas of immediate need: marketing and demographics,
trade journals (online full-text) and international resources,
including trade data.
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"The committee selected several world-class business tools in a variety
of formats, which will greatly enhance business research in the areas
of marketing, international trade data and a variety of vertical
markets within the food and agricultural economics sectors", Vuotto
said.
Agribusiness students and faculty members will be allowed free trials
of the databases to test the materials.
New resources include a multi-industry business database with a strong
global focus on company, product and industry information, and
"Euromonitor," which compiles international
market data for thousands of products and international retail trades
in 210 countries.
A joint Fund Allocation Committee of agribusiness and library faculty
and staff members oversaw the selection process of the materials. The
Student Advisory Committee that allocated the funds will serve as an
oversight body to monitor the disbursement and use of the funds.
For a complete list of new resources, go to
http://macabre.lib.calpoly.edu/staff/fvuotto/35k/expenditures.html.
"The resources of the library are an integral part of our educational
efforts," said Agribusiness Professor Ken Scott. "The Agribusiness
Department is delighted that the students serving on our College Based
Fee Committee had the foresight to allocate these funds. It is our hope
that the students and faculty will see the benefits."
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